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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

\l. A method in a portable computer having a display screen 

\ 

Nfor increasing portable computer compactness, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

\ displaying data within said display screen; and 

partitioning said display screen into a touch-sensitive 
input anea and a display area, wherein data input at said 
touch- sensitive input area may be simultaneously displayed in 
said display area, in response to a particular user input; 

detecting^ if a user's hands are positioned at said touch- 
sensitive inpuui area; and 

graphically ^displaying a touch- sensitive pad at said 
touch-sensitive input area within said display screen, in 
response to detectings a user's hands positioned at said touch- 
sensitive area, wherein a user may enter data that may be 
simultaneously displayed in said display area. 

2. The method of claim A further comprising the steps of: 

detecting if said user' sv hands are no longer positioned 
at said touch- sensitive input Vrea; and 

concealing said touch- sensitive pad from view, in 
response to detecting if said usV's hands are no longer 
positioned at said touch- sensitive rnput area. 

3 . The method of claim 2 wherein the& step of graphically 
displaying a touch-sensitive pad at said oouch-sensitive input 
area within said display screen, in response to detecting a 
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user's hands positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein 



user may enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in 
said display area, further comprises the step of: 

\ graphically displaying a touch- sensitive keyboard at said 
toucnvsensitive input area within said display screen, in 
response to detecting a user's hands positioned at said touch- 
sensitivte area, wherein a user may enter data that may be 
simultaneously displayed in said display area. 

4. The metkod of claim 3 wherein the step of graphically 
displaying a N tquch- sensitive keyboard at said touch- sensitive 
input area wiohin said display screen, in response to 
detecting a user^s hands positioned at said touch-sensitive 
area, wherein a use\ may enter data that may be simultaneously 
displayed in said display area, further comprises the step of: 

graphically displacing a transparent touch- sensitive 
keyboard at said touch-kensitive input area within said 
display screen, in response to detecting a user's hands 
positioned at said touch- sensitive area, wherein a user may 
enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 



5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of 
displaying data in said display area within said display 
screen, in response to user data entry at said transparent 
touch- sensitive keyboard . 

6y The method of claim 5 wherein the step of graphically 
displaying a touch- sensitive keyboard at said touch- sensitive 
input area within said display screen, in response to 
detecting a user's hands positioned at said touch-sensitive 
area, wnterein a user may enter data that may be simultaneously 
displayed\n said display area, further comprises the step of: 
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\ graphically displaying a touch-sensitive ergonomic 
keyboard at said touch- sensitive input area within said 
display screen, in response to detecting a user's hands 
positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein a user may 
enter \data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 
display ^area . 

7. The method of claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 

analyzing ^physical characteristics associated with said 
user while said uteer is entering a particular sequence of data 
utilizing said touteh- sensitive keyboard; and 

in response to analyzing said physical characteristics, 
configuring said toucn^-sensitive keyboard such that the 
sensitivity of said toucn\sensitive keyboard may be raised or 
lowered according to said physical characteristics associated 
with said user. ^ 
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. A system in a portable computer having a display screen 
lor increasing portable computer compactness, said system 
comprising: 

oneans for displaying data within said display screen; and 

meams for partitioning said display screen into a touch- 
sensitivev input area and a display area, wherein data input at 
said touch-sensitive input area may be simultaneously 
displayed ir\ said display area, in response to a particular 
user input; 

means for aetecting if a user's hands are positioned at 
said touch- sensitive input area; and 



means for graphically displaying a touch- sensitive pad at 
said touch-sensitive isnput area within said display screen, in 
response to detecting aVuser's hands positioned at said touch- 
sensitive area, wherein\a user may enter data that may be 
simultaneously displayed \n said display area. 

9. The system of claim 8 farther comprising: 

means for detecting if sadjd user's hands are no longer 
positioned at said touch-sensitivte input area; and 

means for concealing said touchAsensitive pad from view, 
in response to detecting if said usens hands are no longer 
positioned at said touch-sensitive input area. 

10 . The system of claim 9 wherein said means for graphically 
displaying a touch-sensitive pad at said touch- sensitive input 
area within said display screen, in response\to detecting a 
user's hands positioned at said touch- sensitive, area, wherein 
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a user may enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in 
said display area, further comprises: 

\ means for graphically displaying a touch- sensitive 
keyboard at said touch-sensitive input area within said 
display screen, in response to detecting a user's hands 
positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein a user may 
enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 
display area. 

11. The system of claim 10 wherein said means for graphically 
displaying a uouch-sensitive keyboard at said touch-sensitive 
input area within said display screen, in response to 
detecting a usens hands positioned at said touch-sensitive 
area, wherein a usVr may enter data that may be simultaneously 
displayed in said display area, further comprises: 

means for graphically displaying a transparent touch- 
sensitive keyboard at sWid touch-sensitive input area within 
said display screen, in response to detecting a user's hands 
positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein a user may 
enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 
display area. \ 

12. The system of claim 11 further comprising means for 
displaying data in said display area within said display 
screen, in response to user data entry at said transparent 
touch- sensitive keyboard . 

The system of cl&im 11 wherein said means for graphically 
displaying a touch- sensitive keyboard at said touch- sensitive 
input area within saick display screen, in response to 
detecting a user's hands positioned at said touch-sensitive 
area, wherein a user may entek data that may be simultaneously 
displayed in said display are^V further comprises : 
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means for graphically displaying a touch-sensitive 



ergonomic keyboard at said touch- sensitive input area within 
said display screen, in response to detecting a user's hands 
positioned at saick touch-sensitive area, wherein a user may 
enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 
display area. \ 



means for analyzing physical characteristics associated 
with said user while said \ser is entering a particular 
sequence of data utilizing said\touch-sensitive keyboard; and 



means for configuring said to^ich- sensitive keyboard such 
that the sensitivity of said touch-Vensitive keyboard may be 
raised or lowered according to said physical characteristics 
associated with said user, in response to analyzing said 
physical characteristics. \ 




The system of claim\12 further comprising: 
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\? JflT. A program product residing in computer memory in a 
portable computer having a display screen for increasing 
portable computer compactness, said program product 
' comprising: 

\instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
displaying data within said display screen; and 

instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
partitioning said display screen into a touch-sensitive input 
area and k display area, wherein data input at said touch- 
sensitive lkput area may be simultaneously displayed in said 
display area\ in response to a particular user input; 

instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
detecting if a yser's hands are positioned at said touch- 
sensitive input area; and 

instruction mekns residing in a computer memory for 
graphically displaying a touch-sensitive pad at said touch- 
sensitive input area wYthin said display screen, in response 
to detecting a user's hands positioned at said touch-sensitive 
area, wherein a user may enter data that may be simultaneously 
displayed in said display Tarea . 

^ ^ \ 

¥=> . The program product of claim 14 further comprising: 

instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
detecting if said user's hands Nare no longer positioned at 
said touch- sensitive input area; Vnd 

instruction means residing in. a computer memory for 
concealing said touch- sensitive pad from view, in response to 
detecting if said user's hands are no. longer positioned at 
said touch- sensitive input area. \ 
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1 ]^\ 'k€'. The program product of claim 15 wherein said instruction 

2 means residing in a computer memory for graphically displaying 

3 a bpuch- sensitive pad at said touch- sensitive input area 

4 within said display screen, m response to detecting a user's 

5 hands positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein a user 

6 may enter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 

7 display area, further comprises: 



instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
graphically\ displaying a touch-sensitive keyboard at said 
touch-sensitive input area within said display screen, in 
response to detecting a user's hands positioned at said touch- 
sensitive area\ wherein a user may enter data that may be 
simultaneously displayed in said display area. 

iP' ( » \ 



%j 1 yf . The program product of claim 16 wherein said instruction 

H* 2 means residing in a Vomputer memory for graphically displaying 

fQ 3 a touch- sensitive keyboard at said touch- sensitive input area 

\3 4 within said display screen, in response to detecting a user's 

™ 5 hands positioned at saicl touch-sensitive area, wherein a user 

Iff 6 may enter data that may Noe simultaneously displayed in said 

7 display area, further comprises: 

£0 8 instruction means residing in a computer memory for 

9 graphically displaying a transparent touch- sensitive keyboard 

10 at said touch-sensitive input area within said display screen, 

11 in response to detecting a user'Ns hands positioned at said 

12 touch- sensitive area, wherein a useo: may enter data that may 

13 be simultaneously displayed in saidNdisplay area. 

\^ V 

1 - The program product of claim Iv further comprising 

2 instruction means residing in a computer niemory for displaying 

3 data in said display area within said display screen, in 
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response to user data entry at said transparent touch- 
sensitive keyboard. 

^9. The program product of claim 18 wherein said instruction 
leans residing in a computer memory for graphically displaying 
aVtouch- sensitive keyboard at said touch-sensitive input area 
wifthin said display screen, in response to detecting a user's 
hanae positioned at said touch-sensitive area, wherein a user 
may esiter data that may be simultaneously displayed in said 
displa\ area, further comprises: 

instruction means residing in a computer memory for 
graphicallySdisplaying a touch- sensitive ergonomic keyboard at 
said touch- sensitive input area within said display screen, in 
response to defecting a user's hands positioned at said touch- 
sensitive area, \wherein a user may enter data that may be 
simultaneously displayed in said display area. 

n\ 

The program product of claim 19 further comprising: 



instruction means Nresiding in a computer memory for 
analyzing physical characteristics associated with said user 
while said user is entering a particular sequence of data 
utilizing said touch-sensitiVe keyboard; and 

means for configuring said Vouch- sensitive keyboard such 
that the sensitivity of said touah- sensitive keyboard may be 
raised or lowered according to sam physical characteristics 
associated with said user, in response to analyzing said 
physical characteristics . 



The program produotXbf claim 20 wherein each of said 
instruction means f urthkx> / %efttprises signal bearing media. 
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22. The program product of_^liim 21 wherein said signal 
bearing media further compa&ses transmission media* 



The program product I oy^gl^ira 21 wherein said signal 
bearing media further comprisesYrj-ecordable media. 
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